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SUBJ: REACTION TO ANKARA VISIT OP SOVIET CHIEF OF STAFF 
REF: (A) ATHENS 3536 (B) ANKARA 3321 

1. MARSHAL NIKOLAI OGARKOV'S RECENT REMARKS ABOUT THE 
SOVIET UNION'S WISH TO COOPERATE MILITARILY WITH TURKEY 
(REFTEL B) HAVE BEEN TRANSPORMED INTO A WIDESPREAD 
GREEK IMPRESSION THAT THE SOVIET UNION HAS OPPERED TO 
BECOME A MAJOR ARMS SUPPLIER TO TURKEY. WE UNDERSTAND 
THAT THE GOG, TAKING ITS LEAD PROM THE CYPRIOT GOVERNMENT, 

IS SUMMONING SOVIET AMBASSADOR OUDALSTOV TO THE POREIGN 
MINISTRY TO SEEK PURTHER CLARIPICATION REGARDING OGARKOV'S 
REMARKS. THE GOG, THROUGH ITS TELEVISION AND RADIO OUTLETS AND 
THE PRO-GOVERNMENT PRESS, IS ALSO SPOTLIGHTING THE 
OGARKOV APFAIR POR GREEK PUBLIC OPINION. 

2. OPPOSITION T RADER ANDREAS PAPANDREOU ISSUED A 
STATEMENT IN WHICH HE ALSO TOOK THE SOVIET UNION TO 
TASK AND EXPRESSED DOUBTS ON THE SOVIET UNION'S 
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SUBSEQUENT DENIAL OP ITS INTENTION TO SUPPLY ARMS TO 
TURKEY. HOWEVER, PAPANDREOU'S HEAVIEST SALVO WAS 
RESERVED FOR THE GOG'S POREIGN POLICY, WHICH, HE 
IMPLIED, WAS ULTIMATELY RESPONSIBLE POR THE SOVIET 
UNION'S CULTIVATION OP TURKEY AT THE EXPENSE OP GREECE. 

PAPANDREOU ASSERTED THAT THE GOG’S FEALTY 

TO THE WEST HAS NOT ONLY MADE GREECE AN AMERICAN DOOR 
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MAT, BUT THAT IT ALSO ALIENATED THE COUNTRY FROM THE 
SOVIET UNION. "GREECE ", HE SAID, "HAS NEVER BEEN SO 
ISOLATED INTERNATIONALLY AS IT IS TODAY." (THE GOG 
RESPONDED TO THIS CHARGE BY POINTING TO HIGH LEVEL 
VISITS BETWEEN GREECE AND WARSAW PACT MEMBERS AS WELL 
AS PAPALIGOURAS" PROGRAMMED VISIT TO MOSCOW LATER 
THIS YEAR.) 

3. THE PRESS HAS HAD A FIELD DAY WITH THIS ISSUE. 
CONDEMNATION OF THE SOVIET IS WIDESPREAD, 

INCLUDING NEWSPAPERS WHICH ARE USUALLY MOST UNFRIENDLY 
TO THE UNITED STATES. THE EXCEPTION IS THE MOSCOW-LINE 
COMMUNIST PARTY WHICH CONTINUES LOYALLY TO DEFEND THE 
USSR AND TO CRITICIZE PAPANDREAOU FOR HIS REMARKS. 

5. COMMENT: THUS FAR, THIS ISSUE HAS BEEN A FORTUNATE 
ONE FOR THE UNITED STATES. MANY INFORMED GREEKS HAVE 
LONG BEEN CONVINCED THAT THE SOVIET UNION IS INCLINED 
TO FAVOR TURKEY OVER GREECE. BUT NOW THAT OPINION HAS 
BEEN REINFORCED. AT THE SAME TIME, A DEEPSEATED GREEK 
ARGUMENT - THAT TURKEY HAS NO CHOICE BUT TO REMAIN A 
FAITHFUL ALLY OF THE UNITED STATES - HAS BEEN DEALT 
A BLOW. NEVERTHELESS, GREEK ANGER, DISAPPOINTMENT 
AND BITTERNESS DIRECTED AT THE UNITED STATES OVER 
THE EMBARGO ISSUE REMAINS UNDIMINISHED DESPITE 
THIS OUTBURST OF ANTI-SOVIET FEELING. 
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